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I believe our core values have something to offer that you won’t find elsewhere, and I’m delighted 
you’re considering The First Academy. 

A commitment to biblical truths and a passion for demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ permeate 
everything we do in and around the classroom. This approach enables us to educate the whole 
child — body, mind, and spirit — as we develop their academic foundation for a lifetime of learning. 

Today we will tell you about our school — a connected, intimate, thriving community. At The First 
Academy, families don’t need to choose between an outstanding, faith-based education or a school 
with a deep roster of athletic teams, fine arts offerings, and other exciting extracurriculars. We are 
pleased to offer all of these things because we understand how God can use everything about your 
child’s environment to shape them into the confident young man or woman they will become by 
graduation day. 

Friendships, faculty mentoring, a rigorous curriculum, and spiritual formation all foster the most 
important things you could give your child: a strong start in life, an excellent education, and a desire 
to bless and serve others. We hope to meet you and your child soon. After reading this overview of 
The First Academy, schedule a personal tour so you can experience, first-hand, what we’re about.

Sincerely,

Kristi Summers
Director of Admissions 

BIGGEST PRIORITIES 
as you consider school options in our area?

What are your

Alignment with your family’s values? Safety? 
Early drop-off or after-school care?



Our Commitment to Families
The First Academy is a Christ-centered, college preparatory school 
whose mission is to prepare children for life as Christian leaders who 
choose character before career, wisdom beyond scholarship, service 
before self, and participation as a way of life.

By the time your child has graduated from TFA, they will: 

We place a strong emphasis  
on safety.
Environment matters, and students from 
preschool to graduation crave a sense of 
community, safety, and security. We create safe 
spaces where students are taught to honor and 
respect themselves and others as they practice 
positive physical, emotional, and social wellbeing. 
Our dedicated safety team, campus security, 
background checks, and advanced technologies 
work to keep students safe. Since the COVID-19 
pandemic, we also follow enhanced wellness 
measures to promote health. 

We teach biblical truths.  
TFA provides a culture of kindness where  
teachers model their faith with intentionality,  
and biblical truths permeate lessons across  
every subject. Students join weekly chapel 
and Bible study discipleship opportunities to 
strengthen their own relationships with God.  
Our Christian coaches and teachers help TFA 
students learn to embrace biblical truths as 
foundational components of their identity.  

We challenge students to grow.  
One of the core educational beliefs of our school 
is that all children can learn and succeed in a 
loving environment where expectations are high. 
Students are supported with the tools they need 
to excel in and outside of the classroom through 
rigorous instruction and enrichment opportunities. 

We partner with parents.  
We believe that in order for students to know 
where they are going, they need a strong sense 
of where they’re from. TFA partners with parents 
to ensure there is a strong connection between 
each child’s home and school. Parents and even 
grandparents remain actively engaged in the 
school community through our Parent Association, 
Parent University, and active family connections. 

Continue reading to learn more about our 
educational philosophy and approach to 
each age and stage. When you’re ready, 
schedule a meeting or campus tour  
with our admissions team.

How do we put our mission into action to accomplish these goals?

	■ Develop a strong identity in Christ and the  
plan God has for their life

	■ Build their knowledge, skills, and maturity  
to successfully go on to a college or career  
of their choice

	■ Be a confident leader and communicator,  
as well as a caring and successful individual 

	■ Remain grounded in family values that align 
with TFA’s mission and vision   

https://thefirstacademy.org/admissions/events/


At TFA, students will: 

	■ Learn through play, with a structured 
curriculum that is developmentally 
aligned for kindergarten readiness 

	■ Feel cared for and known  
(6:1 student-to teacher ratio for 2s;  
7:1 ratio for 3s)

	■ Explore music, art, and other 
enrichment activities that foster  
fine and gross motor skills

	■ Find a positive, loving, and 
supportive Christian atmosphere  

Preschool Programs
	■ 3-Day Program (T/W/TH) 

	■ 5-Day Program (M-F)

Wrap Around Care
	■ 7:30–9 a.m. (3-Day or 5-Day Program) 

	■ 3-5 p.m. (3-Day or 5-Day Program)

Preschool (Ages 2-3 years)

Your little one is already learning so much, so quickly! 
Our primary goal at this age is to help children 
experience the fun and joy that leads to an early 
excitement about learning.

As a Preschool Parent, You Can Expect: 

	■ A technology-free zone: We follow the American 
Academic Pediatric Association recommendations for 
appropriate timing with technology as a tool for learning.

	■ Flexible schedule options: Choose from our 3-Day or 
5-Day Program. Our Wrap Around Care offering runs 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. for busy, working parents. 

	■ A strong emphasis on safety: We conduct thorough 
background checks on all staff and volunteers, keep all 
exterior doors locked, and require visitors to check-in 
before accessing classrooms.

	■ Partnership between home and school: We keep 
parents informed and work together to celebrate 
accomplished milestones, like potty training.

A loving, safe environment 
where creativity and playful 
learning meet



Lower School (Kindergarten Prep - Grade 5)

Building a strong foundation  
for lifelong learners
Lower School students are engaged in hands-on exploration in a 
socially and emotionally supportive space. It’s a time when deep 
and lasting friendships are formed, and students are challenged in 
an atmosphere that is collaborative and nurturing. Our small class 
sizes allow for differentiated instruction, which honors children as 
individuals who learn and develop at their own pace.

	■ Enriched Learning: 
Art, Music, Math Team, and Fine Arts classes complement core 
curriculum. Our Royal Academy after school courses and clubs 
give students the time and space to explore interests from 
Lego Robotics to Cheerleading and more. 

“My daughter is excited to come to school 
every single day because she is excited to see 
her teachers. She knows that her teachers love 
the Lord and she knows that they love her.”

~ Eitel Family, Lower School 

	■ Academic Development: 
Students will find a fun and challenging curriculum that includes 
Bible, math, reading, science, language arts, and social studies. 
Our Learning Intentionally Enhanced program helps gifted and 
academically talented students advance further in their studies.  
 

	■ Biblical Worldview: 
At TFA, our Christian values extend beyond Bible class to 
permeate all areas of learning. We pray for each student, host 
weekly chapels, daily devotionals, and model God’s love and 
character. Students begin memorizing scripture as they explore 
God’s creation and His word.



Middle School (Grades 6-8)

Nurturing Their Emerging Gifts and Academic Interests 
Our Middle School students are vibrant, budding scholars and confident pre-teens who 

will grow to become tomorrow’s leaders. We continue to challenge our students to 
become more engaged, active, and self-advocating learners capable of handling a more 

rigorous curriculum that will prepare them for high school and college. 

	■ English

	■ Bible

	■ Math

	■ Band

	■ Ceramics

	■ Visual Arts

	■ Bible Studies

	■ Middle School  
and Varsity Athletics

	■ Band

Core Subject Areas Electives

Activities and Clubs

(Rotating Creative Offerings)

	■ Choir

	■ Theatre

	■ Physical Education

	■ Science

	■ Social Studies

	■ Choir

	■ Theatre

	■ 8th Grade D.C. Trip

	■ Middle School Social

	■ Service Projects

	■ Student Leadership Committees 
(Historians, Chaplains, Environmental, 
Dance Marathon, House, Outreach, 
Royal Ambassadors)



Upper School (Grades 9-12)

At TFA, Upper School students: Opportunities for growth 
outside the classroom: 

~ Vasquez Lugo Family, Upper School

“We are really blessed to be part of the TFA family. We are at peace knowing that our son is in a safe 

environment, with people who encourage and truly love him. He was challenged academically, made wonderful 

friends with students and teachers, and felt so proud of himself. It takes a village to raise a child — thank you!”

	■ Enjoy a healthy, competitive atmosphere as they strive 
to excel in academics, leadership, visual and performing 
arts, and athletics

	■ Exemplify their faith by dedicating thousands of hours in 
service to the community each year. Last year, over 21,000 
volunteer hours were served by Upper School students! 

	■ Are high achieving and strive for excellence in our 
Accelerated Academic Pathways, where they find dual 
enrollment, advanced placement, and concurrent 
course opportunities

	■ Recognize the influence they have over their peers, and 
work to create a positive environment

	■ Are prepared to step into the plan God has for their lives 
after graduation. As a college-preparatory school, we are 
proud to have 100% college acceptance of our graduates!

	■ Student Life 
Program

	■ Comfort Club

	■ Dance Marathon

	■ Student Leadership 
Program  

	■ Chaplains & 
Spiritual Life 
Committee

	■ Royal Ambassadors

	■ Environmental 
Committee

	■ Outreach 
Committee

	■ House System

	■ Fine Arts 
Committee

	■ Chapel and 
Worship Band

	■ National Honor 
Societies

	■ Volunteering in  
the community

A Capstone Education Experience for Young Adults 
By the time our students reach high school, they are well on their way to being independent thinkers, 
organized time managers, and problem-solvers. Our academic program is enriched with stimulating 
extracurriculars, inspiring experiences, and leadership opportunities. We see high school as a time to 
bring together all the threads of student development for academic, athletic, and spiritual formation.



Athletics at The First  AcademyAthletics at The First  Academy

Character.
Excellence.

Perseverance.

101101
district titles

3737
regional titles

11
national title

6464
individual state titles

1717
team state championships

	■ Natalie Thomas Gymnasium 
 Basketball Court  
 Trophy Showcase 

	■ Payne Stewart Athletic Complex 
 Warden Stadium 
 Kroy Crofoot Field  
 Scott Larson Pavilion 
 Orel Hershiser Field  
 Softball Field

	■ Dizney Family Tennis Complex

	■ Cramer Family Field House 
 One of the largest high school basketball  
 complexes in Florida 
 NBA Basketball Court  
 Upscale Locker Rooms  
 Oversized Lobby  
 Glass Mezzanine with Athletic Offices 
 Seating up to 800

Our athletic facilities include:

On or off the field or court — we’re always proud of our athletes.  
Our Royals play hard and have helped develop the character of a very 
long line of TFA graduates. Athletic competition is offered as early as 
Kindergarten and culminates with 32 offerings at the Upper School 
level. For a full list of our offerings, visit our website.

The collective resources we  
offer provide students with  
the opportunity to explore  
interests outside of their core  
academic strengths. Students  
often tell us they love electives like  
media production, performing arts, Mandarin, 2D  
and 3D art and agricultural science, or extracurriculars 
such as Poetry Out Loud, Dance Marathon, Aquaponics, 
senior ski trip, and other student-led interest clubs and 
organizations. We hope we can meet to share everything 
we offer very soon and to learn about your child’s interests. 

Electives and Extracurriculars Electives and Extracurriculars 

Creativity.
Innovation.
Greatness.

https://thefirstacademy.org/athletics/


What does a TFA graduate look like? 

	■ Our Upper School students complete 
more than 21,100 volunteer hours 
each year.

	■ Students annually win awards 
while showcasing their God-given 
creative talents through our Fine Arts 
Department. 

	■ Our Accelerated Academic Pathways 
allow graduates to start college with 
course credits and experience taking 
a more demanding course load. 

	■ Each year, our alumni are accepted 
at the nation’s most competitive 
colleges and universities, often 
receiving merit scholarships for their 
academic, fine arts, and athletic 
achievements. The Class of 2020 
received more than $6 million in 
scholarships!

	■ In addition to becoming confident 
leaders and communicators, 
TFA graduates are caring, active, 
and responsible community 
members that portray Christ-like 
characteristics.

Consider our graduates — we have 
a 100% college and university 
acceptance rate! While TFA alumni 
are diverse in their passions, abilities, 
and professional pursuits, they 
demonstrate a collective record of 
achievement that underscores the 
benefits of their Christian education. 

Building Confidence in Identity:  

A look at where  
our graduates go next… 
Anderson University
Appalachian State University
Arizona State University
Asbury University 
Bard College 
Baylor University
Belmont Abbey College
Belmont University
Berklee College of Music
Boston College
Butler University
Campbell University 
Clemson University 
Coastal Carolina University 
College of Charleston
Cornell University
Dartmouth College 
Drexel University
Duke University 
Emory University 
Georgetown University 

Harvard College 
High Point University
Howard University 
Johns Hopkins University 
Liberty University 
Moody Bible Institute 
Notre Dame College 
Princeton University 
Stanford University 
SUNY University at Buffalo 
Syracuse University 
The Citadel 
University of North Carolina  
  at Chapel Hill 
Vanderbilt University
Virginia Tech 
Wake Forest University 
Wheaton College
William & Mary 
Wofford College 
Yale University

For a complete list, read our Upper School Profile 2021.

https://issuu.com/thefirstacademy/docs/upper_school_profile_-_the_first_ac


“What initially drew us to The First Academy was the warmth of the staff, 
teachers, and administration during the admissions process. We have 
been very pleased that the welcoming feeling and attentive care for our 
children has continued past the admissions phase and is truly part of the 
school’s daily culture. God is clearly at work in the school and we feel so 

blessed that God led us to TFA.”

 - Heinz Family, Lower School 



From Lower School, where they are building the academic 
foundation to become lifelong learners, to Middle School, 
where they are starting to claim their faith as their own, to 
Upper School graduation and deciding what comes next 
— you want to offer them the best learning experience.

As you will learn during our admissions process, families in 
our area place a high value on The First Academy experience 
and the distinctive ways we provide opportunities for our 
students. We are committed to making a quality Christian 
education accessible to families and understand that each 
family has unique financial circumstances. 

We offer state scholarships, payment plans, and affordability 
options that are tailored to meet the needs of qualifying 
families. To learn more about what tuition will look 
like for your family, visit our website or contact our 
admissions team. Additional grade level activity fees or international fees 

may apply. For a complete list of fees, visit our website. 

An Investment In Their Future

Tuition 2021–2022
GRADE LEVEL

K4 (3-Day) 

K4 (5-Day) 

Transitional 

Kindergarten

Grades 1-4

Grades 5-6

Grades 7-8

Grades 9-11

Grade 12

TUITION

$9,000$9,000

$10,120$10,120

$11,250$11,250

$12,380$12,380

$15,020$15,020

$16,440$16,440

$17,890$17,890

$19,490$19,490

$19,880$19,880

“What an excellent school! With its great administration, caring teachers, 
top-notch academics, and extracurricular activities, TFA is easily our 
top choice in Central Florida. Our family couldn’t be happier! Yes, it’s an 
investment, but the return on investment is very high… worth every penny.”

~ J. Wheeler, Lower School Parent

From your own experience, you likely understand the 
significant role school plays in shaping your child. 

https://thefirstacademy.org/admissions/tuition-fees/
mailto:admissions%40thefirstacademy.org?subject=
mailto:admissions%40thefirstacademy.org?subject=


What to Expect On Your Personal Tour
Explore our beautiful campus virtually, or schedule a personal tour 
with our admissions team. On your tour, you will have the chance to see: 

2667 Bruton Blvd. Orlando, FL 32805

We can’t  wait to meet you.

	■ Lower School, Middle  
School, Upper School 

	■ Fine Arts and  
Performing Arts areas 

	■ Library

	■ Chapel 

	■ Playground

	■ Alumni Commons 

	■ Gather Lunchroom 

	■ Athletic Facilities

	■ Aquaponics Lab

Please contact our admissions team at 407-206-8602  
or admissions@thefirstacademy.org.Questions?

When it comes to choosing a school for your child, nothing compares to experiencing the learning 
environment firsthand! Our campus tours will give you the best sense of what we have to offer and 
provide you with the opportunity to connect with someone who can answer your specific questions.

https://thefirstacademy.org/admissions/campus-tours/
https://thefirstacademy.org/admissions/campus-tours/
tel:407-206-8602
mailto:admissions%40thefirstacademy.org?subject=

